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1. Overview

The partnership between the Kariega Foundation and the Travel Department is built on a shared belief in the
power of sport to inspire, unite, and create opportunities for young people. By combining the Foundation’s on-
the-ground community development expertise with the Travel Department’s commitment to enriching lives
through meaningful experiences, this collaboration has led to positive change in the Eastern Cape.

The generous support of the Kariega Foundation’s Youth Sport Development Programme, the Travel
Department is helping to equip young athletes with the skills, confidence, and teamwork needed to succeed
both on and off the field. This partnership is not only nurturing future sporting talent but also building stronger,
more connected communities.

Total Contribution 2025/2026

In the 2025/26 financial year, the Travel Department contributed R81 000.00 to the Kariega Foundation in
support of the Youth Sport Development Programme. This report outlines the impact of that support, how it
has expanded access to structured sports, empowered young athletes, and fostered life skills. Funding has
strengthened the Kariega Foundation’s Ubuntu Sports League, provided equipment and coaching, and created
opportunities for youth to participate in competitive sport at local and regional levels. The sections that follow
highlight the projects made possible through this partnership and the lasting difference made in the lives of
young people and their communities.

3. Project Contributions
KFT Expense Categories Projects supported

Community Development, R81 000.00 Youth Development: Sport Development
Education and Welfare



4. Project Reports

4.1 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION AND WELFARE

e  Youth Development: Sport Development

4.1.1 Project overview

The Kariega Foundation’s Youth Development Programme plays a vital role in developing sporting talent
and fostering positive values among local youth. Led by six Youth Development Practitioners (YDPs), 418
registered players participate in netball, soccer, tennis, and mini cricket. Practices are held three times a
week and follow the CoolPlay Way, a coaching approach that integrates essential life skills and Social and
Emotional Learning (SEL) on the field or court. Players are grouped into teams and compete in the Ubuntu
Cup League, which promotes participation, skills development, and sportsmanship rooted in respect,

dignity, compassion, and unity.
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4.1.2 Metrics

Sport Programme Participation Snapshot

Registered Youth

(Total)

Number of boys

Number of girls

Coaches

Youth who
regularly
participate

Monthly training

sessions

418 244 222 15 (still in the still in the
process of process of
registering) registering
375 175 185 15 N/A
106 69 37 N/A N/A
11 9 2 N/A N/A
418 244 222 15
72 48 24 N/A N/A

4.1.3  Project highlights

Eleven boys from our Ubuntu Cup/League programme were scouted during local soccer trials and
participated in a training camp organised with the support of our Trustees' Chairperson, Mr.
Antony Wannell. The camp equipped them with essential personal and interpersonal skills in
preparation for the Dana Cup, Youth Tournament taking place in Denmark from 20 July 2025.
Two netball players from our programme have been selected for the 2025 Sarah Baartman Under-
19 team, which will compete in the Telkom Junior National Netball Championships (TNC) in Cape
Town from 6-11 July 2025. Notably, Noma, our Community Manager and Head of the Netball
Programme, has been appointed as the official coach of the team.

Olwethu Sizani (YDP) has been selected to play in male netball team and the manager of the senior
ladies team manager for the teams of 2025.

All players participating in the Ubuntu League benefited from a dynamic coaching clinic, where
they gained new technical and tactical skills to apply in their games.

The community showed overwhelming support for our youth athletes, creating a spirit of unity
and pride during events.



4.1.4 Inspiring story

The Kariega Foundation’s Ubuntu Sports League is more than a competition; it is a movement rooted in the spirit
of Ubuntu: “/ am because we are.” Teams unite in their pursuit of excellence, supporting and uplifting one another
both on and off the field. This culture of community, empathy, and mutual respect not only strengthens bonds
among players but also earns admiration from the wider community and opponents alike. Building on this success,
the Foundation is in discussion with the Ndlambe Soccer and Netball Associations to have the Ubuntu League
formally recognised as the official Ndlambe Youth Development League. This milestone would align our efforts
with the South African Football Association (SAFA) and Netball South Africa, opening structured development
pathways and national exposure for our talented youth.

4.1.5 Key area of focus

e Streamline data capture systems to improve registration accuracy and match/event
documentation.

o Collect updated data on player and coach needs to inform targeted equipment purchases.
e Top-up and supply essential coaching equipment for Kariega Foundation Youth Development
Practitioners (YDPs) by July—August 2025.

4.1.6 Capturing the Journey

5. Reflections from the Kariega Foundation CEO

At the Kariega Foundation, we know that meaningful change happens when people come together with a
shared purpose. Our partnership with Travel Department is a shining example of this. Your generosity and
belief in our mission have strengthened both our conservation and community programmes, creating impact
that reaches far beyond the boundaries of Kariega Game Reserve.



Thanks to your support, we have been able to live our philosophy of conservation through community. On
behalf of the Kariega Foundation team, | extend heartfelt thanks to everyone at Travel Department. Your

partnership goes beyond funding community activities; itis an investment in a future where people and
wildlife thrive together.

With love and gratitude

Lindy Sutherland and the Kariega Foundation Team



